
2000s

2,157,875 children attend 
Michigan’s public schools 

Michigan Constitution 
requires Gov. to appoint 
State Superintendent 

(John D. Pierce)

Michigan becomes 
a state (1837)

State system of 
public education is 

born (1837)

Congress enacts 
Elementary and 

Secondary 
Education Act, 

expanding 
opportunities for 

low-income 
students 

State requires 
ISDs to oversee 

special education 

ISDs begin operating regional 
vocational-technical programs, 

offering students more 
opportunities, saving local 

districts money 

632 public 
schools in 
Michigan

Congress requires schools to provide 
equal access to education for children 

with disabilities (Special Education)  

Apple begins donating “Apple 1” 
computers to schools

Michigan 
Department of 
Education has 

2,322 employees

Congress authorizes Carl D. 
Perkins Act, providing money for 
vocational-technical education 

Michigan 
Department of 

Education 
workforce falls 

to 1,144

Constitutional 
amendment allows 
charter schools to 

receive state funding

Michigan Legislature 
lifts enrollment caps 

for charter and 
cyber schools

Michigan 
Department of 

Education workforce 
drops to 505

Proposal A 
property tax 
reforms shift 

school funding 
to state

ISDs play central role 
in new Great Parents, 

Great Start early 
childhood education 

initiatives

ED YES!
begins 

(state school 
accreditation 

system)  

Michigan Department of 
Education has 695 

employees, 70% fewer 
workers than in 1982

ISDs provide schools professional 
development, curriculum support 

needed to meet rigorous high 
school graduation requirements 
of the Michigan Merit Curriculum

Congress reauthorizes federal 
education act in the form of 

“No Child Left Behind,” 
requiring standards-based 

education reform

Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) 

broadens rules ensuring an 
appropriate education for 
children with disabilities  

851 public 
schools in 
Michigan 
(including 

charter 
schools)

State Department of Education 
puts ISDs in charge of each county’s 

Great Start Readiness Program

State raises the requirements for satisfactory 
performance on standardized tests

783 public schools in 
Michigan (including 

charter schools)

State allows ISDs to 
seek taxes to fund 

vocational-technical 
education programs 

operated by 
individual districts 

The people ratify 2nd 
Michigan Constitution 

State Superintendent 
becomes an 

elected position

Law requires 
each county 

to elect a 
Superintendent 

for Schools 
(1867)

State allows counties with 
population of 250,000+ to 

form county districts
6,386 public 
schools in 
Michigan

State forms county Boards of 
Education to appoint 

superintendents, consolidate 
schools (1947) 

State forms first 
Board of Education 

State law requires 
public schools 

to educate children 
free of charge

State creates 
REMC 

Association 
allowing ISDs 

to help schools 
save money on 

technology, 
other 

purchases

Michigan’s “Ready to 
Succeed Partnership” first 
statewide effort to focus 

attention on early 
childhood education 

2,149 public 
schools in 
Michigan

State report calls 
for creation of 

ISDs (1956)

State authorizes schools to seek 
taxes for special education

Judges rule racial segregation in 
schools unconstitutional (1954)

Law changes allowing 
all counties to form 

county districts (1949)

State adopts new Common 
Core State Standards for 
students in K-12; ISDs 
begin training efforts

YouTube posts 
first video

US men’s basketball 
“Dream Team” 

wins Olympic gold 

Voters adopt 
Legislative term limits

“Survivor” 
debuts on 
television

9/11 attacks

Michael Jackson 
releases “Thriller”

Sally Ride 
becomes first 

American woman 
in space

Detroit Tigers win 
World Series

Berlin Wall 
comes down

The movie 
“Jaws” breaks 

box-office records

US celebrates 
Bicentennial “Star Wars” 

opens in 
theaters

Great Britain 
elects Margaret 

Thatcher its 
first female 

prime minister
CNN debuts as 
first 24-hour 
news channel

First Earth Day

“Sesame Street” 
premieres on PBS

Computer systems linked to 
form decentralized network –

now called the Internet

Neil Armstrong 
walks on moon

Beatles debut 
in America

Lee Harvey Oswald 
assassinates 

President Kennedy

Motown Records
spins label in 

Detroit

Dr. Christiaan 
Barnard performs 

first heart 
transplant

Texas Instruments markets 
first handheld calculator

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
dies at gunman’s hand

Alexander 
Graham Bell 
invents the 
telephone

228,629 children 
attend Michigan’s 

public schools 

First Harry 
Potter book 
published

Chrysler acquires 
American Motors

The World Wide Web 
debuts as publicly 
available service 
on the Internet

1,612,425 
children 
attend 

Michigan’s 
public schools 


